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10,000 or 12,000, and that an insurrection in Ireland would
make it impossible for England to continue the war. c We only
want your help,7 he said, cin the first moment 5 in two months
we should have 100,000 men underarms; we ask your assist-
ance only because we know it is your own clear interest to give
it, and only on condition that you leave us absolute masters to
frame our government as we please/ O'Connor announced his
intention of going secretly with Fitzgerald to Paris. He had
told his friends in London that he was going to travel in
Switzerland, and he begged to receive, through Barthelemy,
who was French minister in that country, a permission from
the Directory. Ileinhard adds, that O'Connor had dispelled every
doubt in his mind about the accuracy of the representations of
Fitzgerald, and that he would answer for the sincerity of Fitz-
gerald with his head.1

The French Government were, by this time, very seriously
engaged in planning an Irish expedition, and were acting, in a
great measure, upon the information they received from Wolfe
Tone. He had sailed from Sandy Hook on the first day of
179G, arrived at Havre a month later, and at once proceeded to
Paris. He knew no one there. He was almost wholly ignorant
of the language, and he had very little money, but the letters of
Adet had prepared his way, and by the assistance of Monroe, the
American minister at Paris, he at once obtained access to Do la
Croix, and soon after to Carnot, the great military organiser in
the Directory. By Carnot he was put in connection with a
French general named Clarke,2 who, being the son of an Irish-
man, spoke English perfectly, and who bore a large* part in pre-
paring the expedition. The French MinishTs WC.TU evidently
much impressed with the ability, the energy, and tho disin-
terestedness of Tone, and when the project had nearly coino to
its maturity, they gave him the rank of adjutant-general in the
French army. He drslred French rank greatly, partly on ac-
count of the pay, of which he was in urgent need,3 and of the
recognised place it would give him in the expedition, but partly,

* Reinhard to Do la Croix, 18     lotris in my exchequer, negotiating

prairial, 1 lucssidor, an iv. (June (>, 111,     with the Kronrh Ouvornnicnt, and

1796. F.F.O.)                                     planning1 revolutions.'(Tone's Memoirs,

tj- Afterwards Due rte Feltre,             ii. H7.)

3 ' Here I am with exactly two